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Claims Act and the Anti-Kickback Act, which
criminalize acts of fraud.

Working with then-Government Reform
Committee Chairman Tom DAviS, the Sub-
committee on National Security, Emerging
Threats and International Relations, which |
chaired from 1999 to 2006, had several hear-
ings on contracting concerns in Irag. During
the hearings, several DoD witnesses with
oversight responsibility for contracting in Iraq
testified about the challenges of coordinating
the tremendous task of rebuilding Irag. While
| recognize the tremendous task and difficult
challenges associated with the reconstruction
of Irag, the bottom line is the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority was under-staffed and over-
burdened.

| appreciate this legislation being brought to
the floor and hope it will provide needed clarity
about the United States’ intention to prosecute
those who defraud our government.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 400, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES ON THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE JO ANN DAVIS, A
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
privileged resolution (H. Res. 717) and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 717

Resolved, That the House has heard with
profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Jo Ann Davis, a Representative from
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Resolved, That a committee of such Mem-
bers of the House as the Speaker may des-
ignate, together with such Members of the
Senate as may be joined, be appointed to at-
tend the funeral.

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the
House be authorized and directed to take
such steps as may be necessary for carrying
out the provisions of these resolutions and
that the necessary expenses in connection
therewith be paid out of applicable accounts
of the House.

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the House adjourns
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair may postpone fur-
ther consideration of House Resolution
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717 as necessary to accommodate vot-
ing at approximately 6:30 p.m.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield 30
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sad-
ness that we come to the floor tonight
to honor the memory of our colleague
and friend, the Honorable JO ANN
DAvis, who lost her 2-year battle with
breast cancer this past Saturday. She
was not only our House colleague; she
was our Virginia colleague who rep-
resented the First District of Virginia,
a district which she proudly -called
“America’s First District” because of
our country’s roots at Jamestown and
the many significant events in history
which occurred there.

JO ANN DAVIS also could have had a
first next to her name because she was
the first Republican woman elected to
Congress from Virginia in 2000 to suc-
ceed our late colleague Herb Bateman.
But that historic aspect of her career
in Congress was not important to her.
Representing her constituents and
being the best Member of Congress she
could be for the people of her district,
that was what was most important to
her.

Her career in elected office spanned
10 short years, from her first election
in 1997 to the Virginia House of Dele-
gates to her four elected terms in the
House beginning in the year 2000.

But over that decade she made her
mark as a deeply caring and very hard-
working public servant who believed in
common sense and conservative ideals.
In remembering JO ANN’s work in Con-
gress, there are several thoughts I
would like to share.

She battled to the end with courage
and grace in her fight against breast
cancer. When she was first diagnosed in
2005 with the insidious disease, she an-
nounced it publicly to encourage other
women to beware of the disease. Her
bravery and personal strength were a
source of inspiration to many. She was
a person of honesty, integrity, and very
strong moral conviction in rep-
resenting her district and living her
life. And she had a very strong commit-
ment to the Lord. She was a dedicated
and tenacious fighter for her beliefs,
and the importance of her faith was ob-
vious in the way she cared for and
treated others and in the way she did
her job.

She was a tireless and passionate ad-
vocate for the First District in Vir-
ginia, working to protect the military
interests in her district and Navy ship-
building in Newport News. She co-
founded the Congressional Ship-
building Caucus as she worked to pro-
vide for the defense of our Nation.

But as important as that work was
for JOo ANN, protecting the interests of
men and women in uniform, their fami-

H11363

lies, and veterans was priority number
one.

She also worked hard for other local
interests, such as the removal of the
““‘ghost fleet” of obsolete, environ-
mentally hazardous ships from the
James River; better regulation of the
amount of trash coming into Virginia;
and protecting the resources of the
Chesapeake Bay.

This House and this Nation will miss
Jo ANN DAVIS and her dedication to
public service. I want to express my
sincere condolences to her staff, both
in Washington and in her district, who
can be proud of their work by her side
for the people of America’s First Dis-
trict. JO ANN DAVIS had an outstanding
staff, and I want to thank the staff.

I also want to join with my col-
leagues in expressing profound sym-
pathy to Jo ANN’s husband, Chuck; and
their two sons, Christopher and
Charles; and a granddaughter.

In remembering JO ANN DAVIS and
her life of service to others, I am re-
minded of the words of Scripture where
it says: ‘“Well done, good and faithful
servant.”

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD
a news article and editorial from the
Newport News Daily Press about our
late colleague, the Honorable JO ANN
DAVIS.

[From the dailypress.com, Oct. 8, 2007]
THE UNLIKELY POLITICIAN—THE SELF-DE-
SCRIBED COUNTRY GAL PREFERRED HORSES
TO THE CAPITOL HILL PARTY CIRCUIT
(By David Lerman)

She was, by her own admission, an un-
likely politician.

Virginia Rep. Jo Ann Davis, who died of
breast cancer Saturday at age 57, was more
at ease with her beloved horses on her
Gloucester farm than the cocktail party cir-
cuit on Capitol Hill.

The self-described country gal and former
real estate agent fell into a congressional ca-
reer almost by accident. It took church con-
nections, perseverance and the sudden with-
drawal of the leading Republican Party fa-
vorite to propel Davis to the office she first
won in 2000.

“I could have cared less about politics,”
she recalled in a 2003 interview. “I did not
know there was a Republican Party com-
mittee in Virginia.”

But since becoming Virginia’s first female
Republican member of Congress, Davis
learned her role quickly and, many agreed,
managed to make the 1st District House seat
her own:

When obsolete, environmentally hazardous
ships started mushrooming in the James
River off Fort Eustis, Davis fought for fed-
eral funding to speed up their removal—and
made significant progress.

When state and local officials complained
about the barrage of trash coming into Vir-
ginia landfills from other states and littering
state highways, Davis pushed for legislation
to limit interstate waste.

While that effort stalled, she won approval
of a measure establishing a series of random
safety inspections for waste haulers.

When military personnel and federal em-
ployees complained of inadequate benefits,
Davis won passage of legislation increasing
the life insurance benefits paid to survivors
of military members killed on duty.

And when Pentagon budgets forecast a
steady decline in the size of the Navy’s fleet,
Davis sounded the alarm.
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A staunch advocate for the thousands of
shipyard workers in her district, she co-
founded the Congressional Shipbuilding Cau-
cus and pushed legislation, albeit unsuccess-
fully, mandating a larger fleet.

‘““At a time when people have such a nega-
tive impression of Washington, Jo Ann Davis
was a refreshing reminder that there are peo-
ple here who do their best for their constitu-
ents,” said Christopher Connelly, her chief of
staff.

“A lot of the issues she worked on were
local issues. She didn’t get lost in the Wash-
ington glamour.”

While seldom a major player on national
policy matters, Davis won respect from Re-
publicans and Democrats alike for her abil-
ity to delve into local concerns and to stay
true to her beliefs.

“While we had different political loyalties,
we had no differences in our efforts to work
together for the Hampton Roads area,” said
Rep. Robert C. “Bobby’” Scott, D-Newport
News.

Davis” rise to political power was as un-
conventional as it was unlikely.

Unlike her predecessor in office, the late
Rep. Herbert H. Bateman, Davis lacked the
traditional credentials and years of political
grooming that typically foreshadow a con-
gressional career.

No prestigious university or law-school de-
gree appeared on her resume.

The daughter of a Hampton city bus driver,
Davis came from modest roots that stood in
contrast to those of many of her wealthier
colleagues in Congress.

After graduating from Hampton Roads
Business College in 1971, she went to work as
an executive secretary for a real estate firm
before becoming a stay-at-home mom.

She later got her real estate license and
opened Davis Management Co. in 1988, fol-
lowed by Jo Ann Davis Realty in 1990.

All the while, Davis was becoming a deeply
religious person.

When her mother-in-law suffered a fatal
heart attack, Davis has said, she had a born-
again experience and then joined the Assem-
bly of God church.

Through her church, Davis met Brenda
Pogge, a fellow real estate agent and local
GOP activist, who encouraged her to enter
politics and invited her to her first Repub-
lican mass meeting.

‘““She was my sister in the faith,” Pogge
said. ‘““‘She was my friend, my boss and then
my congresswoman. Jo Ann was such a role
model.”

In 1997, at Pogge’s steady urging, Davis re-
luctantly agreed to challenge a 15-year
Democratic incumbent in the General As-
sembly and won, despite being outspent
roughly 3 to 1.

In 2000, when Bateman announced his re-
tirement and then died in office, Davis
launched her upstart campaign for Congress.

The odds seemed stacked against her be-
cause of formidable opposition for the Re-
publican nomination, led by former Newport
News Mayor Barry DuVal.

But when DuVal withdrew from the race,
Davis had an opening. She faced a grueling
five-way party primary but emerged vic-
torious with 35 percent of the vote.

Her general election victory was then little
in doubt because of the 1lst District’s strong
Republican tilt. She easily won re-election
repeatedly, as she did last year.

Because of her faith, Davis has said, she re-
mained an outspoken conservative voice on
social issues.

She co-sponsored a constitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriage and took a pur-
ist position on abortion, opposing it even in
cases of rape, incest or when the mother’s
life is endangered.

“It’s just who I am,” she once said. ‘I be-
lieve what I believe. I didn’t know I was
called a right-winger.”’
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If there was a historic aspect to Davis’ ca-
reer, it was in her becoming the first Repub-
lican woman to win a House seat from Vir-
ginia. Former Rep. Leslie Byrne of Fairfax
was the first Democratic woman.

But Davis bristled at such gender-based
distinctions, which she regarded as irrele-
vant. “It shouldn’t matter if you’re male or
female,” she once said. “I'm just a member
of Congress, like they are.

“No different.”

[From the dailypress.com, Oct. 9, 2007]

JO ANN DAVIS—A CAREER SPENT MAKING
FRIENDS, WORKING HARD AND DOING HER
Duty

Rep. Jo Ann Davis died on Saturday as the
new edition of Time magazine appeared in
mailboxes around Hampton Roads. ‘‘Breast
Cancer is Spreading Around the World,”” the
cover headline read.

Cancer. The scourge of our times. And it
has run up a wretched score in the 1st Con-
gressional District. Davis’ predecessor, Rep.
Herbert Bateman, fought lung cancer and
prostate cancer before succumbing in 2000.

Davis confronted her illness bravely and
with little regard for the odds, just as she
had approached politics.

Del. Shirley Cooper, the redoubtable Dem-
ocrat from York County, held her seat in the
General Assembly for 15 years until an out-
spent Davis came along in 1997 and snatched
it away from her. That was an impressive
win.

Three years later, Davis went one better.
The 1st District congressional seat, open
after Bateman’s death, drew five contenders
for the Republican nomination, including
one who self-financed his bid to the tune of
$1 million.

For her part, Davis amassed around $45,000
and won handily. Now, that tells you some-
thing.

Davis enjoyed a 10-year political career, a
brief span in relative terms, but memorable
for what it lacked. ‘“Jo Ann knew no en-
emies,” Brenda Pogge said, in an interview
on Sunday. ‘‘She was just emotionally and
spiritually strong.”’

Democrats also said as much. Not long
after Davis arrived in Washington, Rep.
Bobby Scott started quietly telling people
that he admired Davis for her independence
and readiness to do the work. There was
nothing flashy, no attention-gathering
histrionics so common to the profession, just
diligence and commitment.

And empathy. The 1st District naturally
draws its representatives into military af-
fairs, including such arcane matters such as
defense contracting and Pentagon appropria-
tions. But for Davis the military was first
and fundamentally about people—the sol-
diers, the families, the veterans—and what
had to be done to provide for their interests.

There’s a legacy there. Something to ad-
mire. Something, perhaps, to emulate as the
inevitable scrambling develops to fill the 1st
District seat. You can, as Jo Ann Davis
amply demonstrated, succeed in politics by
making friends, working hard and doing your
duty.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to join my col-
leagues in mourning the loss of one of
the Commonwealth of Virginia’s finest
public servants, Congresswoman JO
ANN DAVIS. She was a good friend and
a tireless advocate for America’s First
District, as both she and the late Con-
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gressman Herb Bateman referred to the
First Congressional District of Vir-
ginia.

JO ANN was a self-made woman who
came from modest roots. Born in North
Carolina, she grew up in Hampton, Vir-
ginia, where her father was a city bus
driver. She graduated from Hampton
Roads Business College in 1971, re-
ceived her real estate license in 1984,
and received her real estate broker’s li-
cense 4 years later. She was a success-
ful business woman, having opened
Davis Management Company in 1988
and Jo Ann Davis Realty in 1990.

Mr. Speaker, JO ANN was not a career
politician and probably never imagined
that she would run for office and end
up serving in the United States Con-
gress for over 6 years. In 1997 she was
reluctantly convinced by her friends to
run for a seat in the Virginia House of
Delegates. When our late colleague
Herb Bateman announced his retire-
ment from the House, JO ANN mounted
an underdog campaign. Notwith-
standing the fact that she was outspent
by a margin of 40 to one in the pri-
mary, she prevailed; and in November,
2000, she became the first Republican
woman from Virginia elected to Con-
gress.

While we had different political loy-
alties, we had no differences in our ef-
forts to work together for the citizens
of Hampton Roads. JO ANN’s service on
the Armed Services Committee di-
rectly mirrored her commitment to the
thousands of military personnel in her
district. One of her first pieces of legis-
lation that she introduced passed in
2001. It increased the amount of life in-
surance benefits for survivors of mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces killed in
active duty.

JO ANN was also a tireless advocate
for the thousands of shipbuilders in her
district that worked at Northrop
Grumman Newport News, and she co-
founded the Congressional Ship-
building Caucus with Congressman
GENE TAYLOR of Mississippi. That cau-
cus has made a compelling case to the
Department of Defense that it is piv-
otal for our national defense that the
Navy spend more money on ship-
building. In the last Congress, she was
instrumental in efforts to secure fund-
ing for the refueling of the USS Carl
Vinson. Without Jo ANN’s hard work,
the Hampton Roads area might have
lost billions of dollars in economic rev-
enue tied directly to that aircraft car-
rier.

JO ANN placed a high priority on the
removal of ships in the so-called James
River ‘“‘Ghost Fleet,” which posed a
major environmental threat to the
James River and the Chesapeake Bay;
and as a result of her leadership, many
of those ships have been removed. To-
gether, we have worked to secure Fed-
eral funding for the Achievable Dream
education program in Newport News to
ensure that at-risk children have the
best opportunity to succeed in school.

Mr. Speaker, every Member of this
body was saddened to learn that Jo
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ANN developed breast cancer in 2005
and even more so when the cancer re-
turned this year. The sadness is espe-
cially felt by members of the weekly
Congressional Prayer Breakfast, which
Jo ANN and I regularly attended. De-
spite her personal battle with cancer,
JOo ANN did not retire from Congress.
She stayed and fought her cancer and
continued to represent the people of
the First District to the best of her
ability until the very end. Learning
from her own experience with cancer,
she has encouraged her colleagues and
her constituents to get screened regu-
larly for all types of cancer.

Mr. Speaker, the Hampton Roads del-
egation has lost a tremendous advocate
for the interests of our region. I want
to extend my deepest sympathies to
her husband of 33 years, Chuck Davis;
their two grown sons, Charlie and
Christopher; their granddaughter; and
her wonderful staff with whom my staff
has worked so well over the years.
America’s First District and the U.S.
House of Representatives have lost a
true friend and advocate with the pass-
ing of Congresswoman JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. ToM DAVIS).

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to my
friend and colleague, JO ANN DAVIS,
who has served this body with dignity
and honor and dedication since her
election in 2000.

I first met JO ANN when she was run-
ning for the House of Delegates in 1997
and quickly became impressed with her
strong work ethic. Her congressional
district, like mine, is the home of
many current and retired Federal em-
ployees. So when I became chairman of
the House Government Reform Com-
mittee, it was an easy decision to ask
her to oversee the Civil Service Sub-
committee.

She took on the responsibilities of
subcommittee Chair with great dili-
gence and energy. Through her efforts,
we made important strides in helping
the Federal Government recruit and re-
tain quality employees. With her help,
we improved Federal student loan re-
payment programs and expanded den-
tal and vision benefits. JO ANN was a
strong supporter of legislation allowing
retired Federal employees to deduct
health care premiums from pretax dol-
lars, moving this important legislation
through her subcommittee. She was
also a reliable ally in the annual fight
for pay parity for civilian Federal em-
ployees.

Her district borders mine; we both
represent portions of Prince William
County. We have worked closely on a
number of local issues. With her pass-
ing, Northern Virginia and the Com-
monwealth have lost a strong advo-
cate.

I salute Jo ANN DAVIS for her coura-
geous fight against cancer. Her passing
reminds us all that we need to fight
this horrible affliction.
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My heartfelt condolences go out to
her husband, Chuck and to her sons,
Christopher and Charles. I hope they
find solace in knowing she did so much
to represent the people of Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Missouri, the chairman of one of
the committees that JO ANN served on
and a past president of the weekly Con-
gressional Prayer Breakfast (Mr. SKEL-
TON).

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Virginia for giving
me the opportunity to express my con-
dolences to the JO ANN DAVIS family,
her husband and two sons.

It’s always difficult to say good-bye
to a friend. And JO ANN DAVIS was my
friend. She was my colleague. We
served together on the Armed Services
Committee since she came to Congress.
She represented the First District of
Virginia, which had and has a strong
military tradition. She was preceded in
this Congress by my friend through the
years Herb Bateman.

She was a strong advocate for the
men and women in uniform, and she
will be sorely missed in supporting
them as the days lie ahead. Ship-
building was the centerpiece of her
work because of the district she rep-
resented, and she understood and advo-
cated the importance of shipbuilding
for the United States Navy. She was a

member, actually a subcommittee
ranking member, on the Readiness
Subcommittee.
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And it is interesting that we should,
this evening, point out that she fought
a disease with grace and dignity, and
that this is the Breast Cancer Aware-
ness month, that I think we should
make note of.

She fought a tremendous fight. She
came back when she could, and our
heart was with her. She fought the
good fight. But in looking back at my
friend, Jo ANN DAVIS, I remember her
most for her sense of humor, how we
would joke with one another and how
absolutely pleasant she was. Those are
attributes that people remember just
as much as they remember the good
work that she did as a Member of this
body. So I thank the gentleman from
Virginia for allowing me to say a word
or two about my friend, JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield such
time to the gentlewoman from Vir-
ginia, THELMA DRAKE.

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor our colleague and my
friend, JO ANN DAVIS. I was honored to
have served with her in both the Vir-
ginia General Assembly and now here
in the U.S. Congress.

JOo ANN and I had reverse roles. When
JOo ANN ran for the House of Delegates,
I was her mentor. I was glad to see her
success at being elected there. And
when I ran for the U.S. Congress in
2004, JO ANN was my mentor.

We were both Realtors and shared
that common bond and that friendship.
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I was proud to support her in her his-
toric elevation to the Congress. JO
ANN, as you have heard, was the first
Republican woman to serve in this
body. She was also the first woman
from Virginia to be re-elected.

We all know that Jo ANN was a
woman of great faith, great strength,
great courage, great honesty and great
integrity. I don’t believe that it was
ever JO ANN’s intention to be a trail-
blazer. I think her successes in her life
as a mother, a grandmother, a busi-
nesswoman, as a legislator are all the
result of a path that she chose in her
life, and that was the path that cared
for other people first, put other people
first, and that she stood very strong on
the principles to protect those around
her. That earned her the respect of the
people of the First District, and it lead
her on the path to the House of Dele-
gates and then here.

JO ANN was a valued resource and a
trusted confidant. Here in Congress, I
was honored to work with her on issues
facing the people of Hampton Roads
and of Virginia. We served together on
the House Armed Services Committee,
and I have watched her very deep ap-
preciation for the contributions of the
shipbuilding industry, and she under-
stood the important role that the Navy

plays in our Nation, projecting
strength and security around the
world.

JO ANN also was a true leader and a
hero in protecting our military and
their families, and she always worked
to ensure that their rights and inter-
ests were protected.

It is fitting that the month of Octo-
ber is dedicated to raising breast can-
cer awareness. For even as JO ANN bat-
tled her own illness, she saw her illness
as an opportunity to help other women.
When she was first diagnosed, she told
me that she would be healed, and she
was, from her first bout of cancer, and
that she would use this as an oppor-
tunity for other women to see and to
make sure that other women received
the health care and didn’t put things
off.

I know that today I join my col-
leagues in extending our deepest sym-
pathies to her family, to her husband
Chuck, to her staff, to her friends. I ap-
preciate the opportunity to stand here
and to honor my good friend. I know
that we will all miss her greatly.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlelady
from California (Mrs. CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. I thank my colleague
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I, with great sadness,
rise to pay tribute as well to our dear
colleague, JO ANN DAVIS.

As other women in the Congress
know, there is a sisterhood among
many women Members. This weekend,
we lost one of our sisters to a disease
that has fostered another kind of sis-
terhood throughout the Nation, breast
cancer. And while JO ANN would have
chosen to confront her disease in pri-
vate, she bravely and valiantly decided
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to take her experience to improve the
experiences of other women in that sis-
terhood. She did so by advocating for
the Breast Cancer Patient Protection
Act and other legislation that would
improve the lives of those who suffer
from this disease.

I was also proud to work with JO ANN
on the Federal Firefighters Fairness
Act. Together we worked, one from the
west coast and one from the east, to
extend to Federal firefighters the same
presumptive disability rights offered to
most city and State firefighters. I en-
joyed working with JO ANN on this
issue, especially as she showed so much
her dedication to firefighters and their
families.

I will, however, most fondly remem-
ber the many mornings I and several
others spent with Jo ANN at prayer
breakfast on Wednesday mornings at
the C Street House, as we will gather
in sadness and sorrow tomorrow.

We were bound together, several of
us, through personal experiences with
cancer. And when amongst our fellow-
ship JO ANN was first diagnosed, we
supported her with prayer; and then as
she regained her strength, we rejoiced.
But as so often and tragically happens
with this dreaded disease and others,
there was a relapse. And we have been
much in prayer, as all of us have, for
her recovery, but it was not to be.

You know, she and I had our dif-
ferences in the direction of policy, but
we certainly shared in our desire to let
our faith serve as a guide for our work
in Congress. And she was a very strong,
principled person whose convictions
and certainty of her faith shown
through everything that she did.

I know we’re going to honor our dear
departed colleague by following in her
strong example, by calling on our faith
to serve as the motivation for our work
here in Congress the way that she did.
We may mnot measure up to her
strength, but we have a role model in
her. And I also hope that we, as a Con-
gress, will serve to honor her memory
by redoubling our efforts to remove the
scourge of cancer through support for
prevention, for following her example
of reaching out, through education out-
reach and awareness, and for increas-
ing research dollars so that we can
more effectively prevent and treat this
disease.

I join my colleagues in paying trib-
ute to JO ANN DAVIS today and offering
our condolences to her family, her staff
and her constituents in this time of
their sorrow. We will miss JO ANN
DAVIS dearly.

Mr. WOLF. I yield to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. FORBES).

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I, like so
many others, rise today to pay tribute
to JO ANN DAVIS and to offer my sym-
pathies to her husband, Chuck, and her
family.

By now, you begin to hear a pattern
that reflects very accurately the life of
JOo ANN. And you hear many people
stand up and saying the same thing,
that she was our friend, and like so
many others, we will miss her.
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I spent a lot of hours talking with Jo
ANN in this corner and in the Armed
Services Committee, and I remember
reading one account in one of the pa-
pers that said that she was born of
“modest’ means. But if you listened to
JOo ANN, she was born poor. JO ANN
never went to a 4-year college, but she
had more wisdom than you could ever
see reflected in a diploma, and one mis-
take you could never, ever make with
JOo ANN DAVIS was to underestimate
her.

I still remember how she used to talk
that so many people felt that she could
never put herself through real estate
school, and she proved them wrong. I
remember her talking about how, that
as a wife and mother, many people
didn’t feel that she could become a suc-
cessful Realtor, and she proved them
wrong.

I remember when she was first run-
ning for the House of Delegates meet-
ing with her and talking with her and
she told me that people didn’t think
she could win, and she proved them
wrong. And then, like my good friend
from Virginia, Congressman SCOTT,
said, when she was running for Con-
gress, she was a 40-1 financial underdog
and nobody thought she could win, and
she proved them wrong.

Who would have ever thought she
would have served on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, been the ranking
member of one of the subcommittees,
that she would serve on the Intel-
ligence Committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and as so many people
mentioned, she became a national lead-
er on shipbuilding and defending the
shipbuilding trade.

She was a tireless advocate for our
veterans and men and women in uni-
form. She loved her husband, Chuck,
and firefighters and would stand with
firefighters in almost every issue that
they brought forward, both in the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates when she
served there and here in Congress.

She loved her family, and she was
proud of them. And she loved her con-
stituents, and she fought for them. And
nobody, and I emphasize ‘‘nobody,”
ever told her what to do. She always
did what she thought was right for Vir-
ginia, and what she thought was right
for the country.

And two final things that I think you
don’t hear people reflect here today,
but we need to just mention, she loved
horses. And I remember her and I talk-
ing many times about the fact that we
were probably two of the only Members
of Congress that actually had to go
home on weekends and clean out horse
stables; and yet JO ANN was the kind of
person that was humble enough not
only to do it, but to love it.

But above everything else, I am abso-
lutely convinced that she would also
want us to say today, and this is what
Congressman WOLF alluded to a little
bit earlier, that she absolutely loved,
above anything else in her life, her
faith in Jesus Christ. And I have no
question that today she has heard
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those words that Congressman WOLF
mentioned, and that is, ‘“Well done,
good and faithful servant.”

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 1 minute to the Speaker of the
United States House of Representa-
tives, Ms. PELOSI.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that I rise to acknowl-
edge the passing of Congresswoman JO
ANN DAVIS and to pay tribute to her.
As we all know, she passed away on
Saturday. And although she had been
diagnosed a while ago, we knew she
was sick, it still hit this Congress very
hard to lose her.

Congresswoman DAVIS was tremen-
dously proud to represent Virginia’s
First District, which she called ‘‘Amer-
ica’s First District” because it in-
cluded Jamestown. She spoke often on
this floor of the deep patriotism of her
constituents and of the pride of the
many brave men and women in uniform
who were her constituents.

When JO ANN DAVIS was elected to
Congress, as has been mentioned by
some, she made history as the first fe-
male Republican ever elected to the
House from Virginia; but she knew it
was far more critical to make progress
than to make history, and she did, par-
ticularly in honoring our troops and
our veterans. In fact, the first piece of
legislation Congresswoman DAVIS ever
introduced increased the life insurance
benefits paid to survivors of military
members Kkilled on duty, and that
passed the House in 2001.

After being diagnosed with breast
cancer in 2005, Congresswoman DAVIS
became an outspoken advocate in favor
of education, prevention and treatment
of the disease. We in this body can ex-
press our admiration for her dedication
with a real national commitment to
fighting this disease which annually
takes the lives of 40,000 American
women.

The Daily Press of Newport News,
Virginia wrote of their Member of Con-
gress this weekend, ‘“You can, as Jo
Ann Davis amply demonstrated, suc-
ceed in politics by making friends,
working hard, and doing your duty.”
All of us in this body can honor Con-
gresswoman DAVIS’s legacy by doing
just that.

As was mentioned about the patriot-
ism of her district, she was deeply pa-
triotic as well. She loved our country,
and this Congress loved her. When she
was diagnosed, we all hovered over her
and prayed for her and were deeply sad-
dened. At first, she would be gone for a
while, and when she came back, we all
encircled her and hugged her, and as it
turned out, drew strength from her. As
we were trying to encourage her, she
gave us strength. Her attitude, her dig-
nity, and the strength with which she
confronted this terrible disease was
something that was a lesson for all of
us. When she passed away, we were all
very, very deeply saddened, as I men-
tioned before, to get that sad news.

She was really a bright light in this
Congress. I hope it is a comfort to her
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husband, Chuck Davis, to her family,
her two sons, her granddaughter, and
her many family and friends that so
many people in our country, indeed, in-
tensely in this Congress, mourn their
loss and are praying for them at this
sad time.

O 1830

Mr. WOLF. I yield such time as he
may consume to Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART.

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend for yielding.

One of the great privileges in the
daily honor of being able to serve in
the Congress of the United States is
the privilege of being able to meet ex-
traordinary people on a constant basis
here in these Halls.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to remem-
ber and pay tribute to a dear friend
who was one of those truly extraor-
dinary people whom I have had the
privilege of meeting in my 15 years
here in these Halls of Congress, JO ANN
DAvis. We will always remember her
not only as the gracious and dignified
and wonderful lady that she was, but as
the effective representative for her
constituents and the great American
patriot, who every day gave her all to
defend our Nation and to honor and
protect, to the best of her ability,
those who protect us and our freedom,
our men and women in uniform.

I am deeply comforted, Mr. Speaker,
by the fact that Jo ANN DAVIS had such
a profound faith in God. It was her
strength. At this time, it is especially
comforting to know that she is now
with the Lord.

I enjoyed my conversations with Jo
ANN, the fellowship, her sense of
humor. She was a wonderful, wonderful
human being. How her eyes would light
up, Mr. Speaker, when the subject of
her granddaughter would be brought
up, Charlotte. I had the privilege of
getting to know her son, Charlie, very
well. He was a member of my staff, an
extraordinary young man, who did his
job day in and day out. Each day he
worked in our office in a marvelous
manner with total devotion to this
Congress, to the people of the United
States. I am deeply grateful for his
service. I extend to him, my friend,
Charlie, and his family, obviously his
wife, his daughter, Charlotte, his
brother, JO ANN’s other son, Chris, and
of course, Chuck, JO ANN’s husband,
my deepest sympathy and condolences
at this time.

We will never forget her, that won-
derful, wonderful colleague, that won-
derful friend, that wonderful lady who
not only graced these Halls but served
her constituents of the First District of
Virginia so effectively, so well, and in-
deed served all of America so well.

As I say, I will never forget her and
consider it a great privilege to have
been able to meet and to be a friend of
Congresswoman JO ANN DAVIS.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATSON).
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Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sorrow that I learned of the loss
of our colleague and four-term Rep-
resentative, JO ANN DAVIS, who rep-
resented Virginia’s First District, re-
ferred to as America’s First District.
She was a great leader and a tireless
advocate for all of her constituents.
And for those of us who came in after
her, I remember she organized a
WeightWatchers class, saw that we
were there every week, and that we fol-
lowed the procedure for weight watch-
ing. She said, Now, be sure to weigh
yourself so that you can see what kind
of progress you are making. But I want
you to know, I don’t weigh myself be-
cause I don’t think I am progressing.

JOo ANN was first in many ways. As
the first elected female Republican
from the Commonwealth, she set an ex-
ample for women across the country
who aspire to political office. She
worked tirelessly on behalf of our men
and women in uniform and the many
Federal civil servants in her congres-
sional district and succeeded in intro-
ducing and passing legislation that
benefited these important constitu-
encies.

We all know that we lost our col-
league to breast cancer. I remember
going over to her when we heard that
Juanita Millender-McDonald was tak-
ing a leave, and the women’s caucus
wanted to send greetings, and I asked
her if she would be the first. She
looked at me and she said, No, because
on that day, Friday, I take my chemo
and I am very sick afterwards. So I
said, Well, I understand. I just thought
the two of you had much in common
and that you could inspire her. We
know that it is such a devastating dis-
ease that takes away our loved ones
too quickly. I don’t know at the time if
it was in JO ANN’s mind, but she never
let on. She seemed to be very secretive
about her personal self.

So, as a reminder, this is Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, and I think it is
so appropriate that we salute her and
her life because she lived so well and
influenced so many people and was
really a symbol for how to deal with
the condition that she had and she was
challenged by.

Our colleague will be sorely missed,
not only here, but in her home district
where her constituents knew that she
represented them with excellence, in-
tegrity, and tenacity. We all mourn her
loss, our friend and colleague. I send
my most heartfelt condolences to her
family, staff, and her many close
friends here on Capitol Hill and in Vir-
ginia.

Mr. WOLF. I am going to yield to Mr.
CANTOR. We have been told we can do
one more, but we will resume after the
votes for anyone that is interested and
is listening. But before we go to the
votes, I recognize Mr. CANTOR from Vir-
ginia.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman.

Along with my colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, I too rise with a very heavy
heart today as we mourn the passing
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and reflect on the life of our dear friend
and colleague, JO ANN DAVIS. In life, JO
ANN amazed so many of us with her de-
termination and her fighting spirit. In
politics, as has been noted before, she
made history, becoming the first Re-
publican woman from Virginia to serve
in this House. In fighting for every-
thing she believed in up until the last
day of her bout with cancer, JO ANN
taught us how to make every moment
on this Earth count. JO ANN was a true
gentlelady from Virginia. She was a
woman of faith and family who had an
unshakable commitment to the prin-
ciples of our Nation’s Founders and of
our Nation’s military.

As was indicated by my colleagues
before, JO ANN was a true patriot. And
though she spent only a mere 10 years
in elected office, she left a profound
imprint on national and State politics.
The State of Virginia and our country
will miss her greatly. All of us talk
about the experiences and recall with
much sadness, but yet appreciation,
that we did have the time we did with
JO ANN DAVIS.

I, like many of my Virginia col-
leagues, served with JO ANN in the Vir-
ginia legislature. I had 3 years with Jo
ANN. We served together on the Gen-
eral Laws Committee in the Virginia
House of Delegates. It was there that I
first saw this incredibly strong woman
with a will to make sure that she did
the right thing regardless.

We had adjoining districts. We shared
many of the same community inter-
ests. JO ANN was a believer and a pro-
moter of the James River. As was
noted earlier by my colleague from
Virginia (Mr. SCOTT), she cared greatly
about the Ghost Fleet there as well as
making sure that Virginia was no
longer a dumping ground for out-of-
state trash.

As has been noted, JO ANN was a
great person of faith. I had the tremen-
dous fortune of visiting the Land of
Israel with JOo ANN and Chuck and saw
firsthand how much her faith meant to
her. Regardless of what you say about
Jo ANN DAvis, I think we can all agree
that JO ANN DAVIS was never concerned
about being politically correct. She
carried the bill to make sure that we
recognized the holiday of Christmas
and that the issue of faith and God was
not taken out of the public realm.

JO ANN spoke her mind when she had
opinions about this war in Iraq. When
it came down to it, she cared about her
troops, her constituents, her family,
and her God. We all will miss JO ANN
tremendously. I want to, at this time,
also extend to her family, to Chuck, to
her two sons, her granddaughter, a
great deal of sympathy. We will miss
her.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
COLN DAVIS of Tennessee). Pursuant to
the earlier order of the House, further
proceedings on House Resolution 717
will be postponed.
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